                                                      Letter/Arguments  to use for your Objection to Heronby

Please feel free to use as much as this as you would wish and tailor for any particular topics you wish to add or free strongly about

I object to the proposal for Heronby/STIL-D site in the Selby Local Plan as it is not a suitable option and will have far  reaching and damaging consequences.

This is not a village as it is being marketed; with up to 4000 homes and  an end population of up to 12,000 people, it is clearly a town that is being planned.

Initial consultation was in lockdown, local awareness has been poor, justification for the need for development has not been made, Heronby new town has been sanctioned at the last minute because the other two sites were ruled out following a hidden evaluation process that has not been justified. The consultation period of 6 weeks is too short and should be extended

Negative Traffic Impact
The A19 is already congested and getting worse with the Germany Beck development in Fulford.


City of York Council have previously stated that the A19 north of Escrick is “currently assessed to be at close to maximum capacity at peak times during weekdays and weekends”.

Various roads west of Escrick already close each year due to flooding such as Cawood Bridge and Naburn Lane, traffic congestion at these times would be worse if it is built.  

Escrick/Stillingfleet/Riccall are further from a train station than any other Tier 1/Tier 2 village in the Selby District so why locate a new town at this location?

The promoted cycle track is not a realistic commuter route. The surface is poor, the route unlit, remote, unfit for mass transit & unsafe for certain lone users.


The Escrick Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) detailed that residents objected to the existing level of A19 traffic/wanted to keep the existing rural setting/only minimal local housing development was seen as appropriate over the life of this NDP.

Loss of Agricultural Land 
The loss of around 200 hectares of good quality agricultural land that is increasingly important to the UK is not acceptable, this land should be protected from development

Housebuilding on this scale should be focused on previously used brownfield sites close to existing public transport hubs.

Most land immediately around Escrick is part of York Greenbelt and needs to be protected from adjacent development.

Irreversible impact on ancient woodland
The environmental impact on ancient woodland would be acute despite assurances given, Heron Wood in the centre of the site and the adjacent Moreby Wood would have delicate ecosystems damaged beyond recovery during the build period.  

Employment
The site would be many miles from large employment opportunities with no real option for new residents other than to use private cars in most cases or buses at best.

Strain on local Infrastructure
Local schools, medical centres and sewage systems would be under great and further pressure.Any new facilties at Heronby would be available after house builds and not be available to relieve this pressure.
Planners often overlook the strain the local infrastructure is already under from the 140 chalets at Hollicars park, the planning permission given for 323 holiday accommodation units at the former North Selby Mine and the near 250 boarders at the private Queen Margaret’s School in Escrick.

Loss of the distinct character and heritage of current settlements 
Heronby would only be 600m from the development limit of Escrick village, and similarly close to Stillingfleet, over time leading to a merging of the settlements and loss of the distinct character and heritage of both
